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What are EU 
Missions?
The European Commission launched five new EU Missions 
in Oct 2020 – including the Mission “Restore our Ocean and 
Waters by 2030”

European Missions are new broad mobilisation initiatives
to face the greatest challenges of our time

Rooted in the Horizon Europe research and innovation 
programme, Missions go beyond R&I  and the existing 
instruments, cutting  across policies, programmes and 
different levels of governance

Mission will develop and demonstrate innovative 
technological, social, business and governance 
solutions, and promote new forms of governance, allowing 
everyone to play an active role
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• Protect at least 30% and strictly protect 10%  EU’s sea areas
• Restore 25.000 km free flowing rivers
• Marine nature restoration targets (incl. degraded seabeds, coastal ecosystems) 

PROTECT AND RESTORE MARINE
AND FRESHWATERS ECOSYSTEMS

AND BIODIVERSITY

• Reduce by at least 50% plastic litter 
• Reduce  by at least 30% microplastics
• Reduce by at least 50% nutrient losses, chemical pesticides  

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE
POLLUTION OF OUR OCEANS, 

SEAS AND WATERS

• Net zero maritime emissions
• Zero carbon aquaculture, 
• Low carbon multipurpose use of marine space  

MAKE THE BLUE ECONOMY
CARBON- NEUTRAL AND

CIRCULAR

Digital Ocean and Waters Knowledge system Public mobilization and engagement

ENABLERS

Mission objectives and targets
Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030
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Enabler 1: 
Digital Ocean and Waters Knowledge System
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Co-creation and co-design
• Co-design of Mission
• Citizen Assemblies

Citizen Science
• ERA Plastic Pirates
• CSA Citizen Science

Education, Literacy & Awareness
•EU4Ocean coalition
•Youth engagement
•Student and school initiatives (Blue Schools)
•Choose your fish campaign

Stewardship and volunteering
• Community-driven business models 

Enabler 2:
Public Mobilisation
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Mission 
lighthouses: 
sites to pilot, 
demonstrate, 
develop  and deploy 
the Mission 
activities across EU 
seas and river 
basins

Danube river basin Atlantic & Arctic coast

Mediterranean sea 
basin

Baltic & North sea basin

PROTECT AND RESTORE
MARINE AND FRESHWATERS

ECOSYSTEMS AND
BIODIVERSITY

PREVENT AND ELIMINATE
POLLUTION OF OUR
OCEAN, SEAS AND

WATERS

MAKE THE BLUE
ECONOMY CARBON-

NEUTRAL AND CIRCULAR
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The Baltic-North Sea lighthouse 
Objective: making the blue economy 
carbon-neutral and circular

Targets:
• Eliminate greenhouse gas emissions 

from maritime economic activities in 
the EU and sequester those 
emissions that cannot be avoided 
(i.e. net zero maritime emissions).

• Develop zero-carbon and low-impact 
aquaculture, and promote circular, 
low-carbon multi-purpose use of 
marine and water space
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Mission Charter 
Become part of the Mission community!
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The Mission Charter is meant to 
mobilise all stakeholders to achieve 
the goals of the Mission, strengthening 
cooperation, aligning efforts and 
achieving critical mass for the 
transformational change needed to 
restore our oceans and waters by 
2030.

Mission 
Charter

The Charter for the Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030” (europa.eu)
EUSurvey - Survey (europa.eu)

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/charter-mission-restore-our-ocean-and-waters-2030-2022-06-30_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/MissionOceanWatersCharter
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Mission Charter 
Our offer
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Your benefits as Mission Actor

Visibility and promotion of your actions as a Mission Actor

Opportunities for networking and sharing best practices

Access to literacy and education tools 

Access to Mission implementation Platform advisory services (access to knowledge, 
projects portfolio, information on investment and funding opportunities)

Awards (through services) for blue champions

Access to support from Lighthouse CSA’s / Facility (to develop science and transition 
roadmaps, skills training)
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Your action on Mission Atlas
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Adhere to the Charter by filling in the form on EUSurvey

Restore our Ocean and Waters (europa.eu)

How to adhere to the Charter

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/MissionOceanWatersCharter
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
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Where to find information?
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LINK

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
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LINK

https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/research/mission-ocean-and-waters_en
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LINK

https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters/mission-ocean-and-waters-service-portal
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LINK

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/events/upcoming-events/mission-restore-our-ocean-and-waters-2030-annual-forum-towards-2030-2024-03-05_en
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#MissionOcean 
#EUmissions  
#HorizonEU


